
The Bolt-on
Heating solution

ControTrace® bolt-on heating elements are the preferred steam tracing solutions for 

heating tanks, vessels, and pipes. These thermal solutions are an excellent alternative 

to fully jacketed piping, dimple plates, panel coils, plate coils, panel heaters, and dimple 

jackets. In comparison to steam tracing, ControTrace systems are more effective, offering greater heating 

capacities and a reliable, long term solution. These heating elements also prevent cross-contamination 

between the heating medium and the process.

Traditional Coils & Panels

PROBLEMS WITH INTERNAL COILS
•	 ​​Uneven distribution of heating and accumulation 

of process on internal tank surfaces
•	 Accessibility issues for maintenance and code compliance
•	 Risk of cross contamination with process
•	 Coil corrosion which requires expensive and time 

consuming repair and preventative maintenance

PROBLEMS WITH PLATE AND PANEL COILS
•	 Requirements for ASME code stamping due to panel design
•	 Inconsistent performance due to inadequate panel 

attachment methods
•	 Not customizable to accommodate nozzle / tank 

protrusions or heating of nozzles
•	 Steam trap manufacturers recommend individual 

traps for each panel
•	 Leaks due to corrosion at plate seams
•	 Extremely large amount of welded joints
•	 Plates completely cover access  

to vessel wall
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The ControTrace® Advantage

A PROVEN ALTERNATIVE
•	 Predictable performance with a thermal guarantee
•	 Robust construction material 2X thicker than typical plate
•	 No code stamping required
•	 Lowest pressure drop bolt on solution
•	 Optimized / minimized heating medium infrastructure
•	 Even and predictable heat distribution into process
•	 Easy installation / field modification
•	 No cross-contamination concerns
•	 Low maintenance costs — external accessibility
•	 Global field support resources for install support
•	 Designed and fabricated to conform to any vessel geometry 

such as bottom cones, vessel heads, and around nozzles
•	 Fabricated to fit any vessel / tank geometry such 

as bottom cones, vessel heads, and around nozzles
•	 Allows for access to vessel / tank wall for wall thickness 
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